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hand, he said in a letter to his brother Tom that ‘the time has 
come upon me of which | have often spoken to you, in which | 
should know that it were better that | were dead.”’ But he contin- 
ued to write, and he had just one year to wait. He had a stroke in 
November 1882 and died a month later without recovering enough 
to realize he could no longer work. It was a happy end to a life so 
“violently improbable” in its bounty that the young Trollope 
would have rejected it from his private serial immediately. 
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